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“And in the 400 YY tess kings shall the God 4 set up a king- 
dom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom. shall not be left to 
other people, „ 
and it 2: 44. 
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"DISCOURSE BY ‘PRESIDENT. GEORGE ‘CANNON: 
wi by George O. Cannon ab 


the Sixty-eighth Annual Conference of the Church in the . ogee Salt 


Lake City, ‘Utah, Wednesday morning, April 6th, 1898: 

It is gratifying this morning to ses so large an assemblage in this 
building. at the commencement of our Conference, and it is to be hoped 
that the interest that is manifested to-day by those who are present will 
de maintained during the Conference, that through that interest we may 
obtain a goodly decree of the Spirit of God, ‘and may all feel, when this 
Conference closes; that it has been the best Conference we ever attended. 
This is the usual feeling which those who attend the Conferences experi- 


the interest that each one has in attending the meetings and in listening 


to the instruetions and drinking into the spirit of the Conference.’ It is 
most’ gratifying to all of us to see President Woodruff and mo hear his 
scarcely expected a few days ago to beable to 
attend this’ Cotiférence, suffering as he did from a very sévere attack of 


voice: As he ‘has ‘said; he 


cold,’ But he is heré with us, and it is a cause of great satisfaction and 


period. 


No: —— porta this 


By the servant of 


4 rende the blessings of God that are receivéd appear 
to be greater than ever before, and of course this feeling is produced by 
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the Salt Lake Temple five years ago. Predictions were made then that 
seemed unlikely to be fulfilled, looking at affairs as men naturally look at 
them. But not a word was said concerning the progress of this work and 
the favor that it would find from that time forward that has not been 
literally fulflied. © 

As I have said, a great change has taken place in relation to the work 
of the Lord. It occupies a different position, in many respecte, to that 
which it has ever occupied before. It was a cause of consolation to the 
Saints, in the dark hours that we witnessed some ten or twelve yéars ago, 
to hear the Elders predict that a better day was about to dawn upon the 
people, and that we should emerge from the trials and difficulties and 
sorrows of those days with greater influence and more power, more res- 
pected as a people than we ever had been. It seemed highly improbable 
that those predictions would be fulfilled, because the bitterness enter- 
tained toward the Latter-day Saints and their religion was so wide 
and deep-seated. But those predictions have been fulfilled. 

We have often been surrounded by very difficult circumstances, and 

3 there have been many times in our history when it seemed as though 
this work of God would be overthrown and all his purposes brought to 
naught. Those who have fought against this work have indulged in those 

_ anticipations. The measures which they undertook, and which they en- 
deavored to carry out, had for their object the destruction: of this organi- 
zation and the breaking up of this people. They supposed those measures 
sufficient to accomplish the ends they had in view. If they had not n 
sure of this, they would, without doubt, have tried other plans. 

That which has sustained the Latter-day Sainte during ‘their ine 
of trial has been the spirit of prophecy. The Lord has given to His 
Elders the spirit of prophecy. In the midst of the most terrible trials, 
when the people were broken up, driven out from their homes and 
possessions, in a state of utter destitution, without food, without proper 
clothing, without shelter, homeless wanderers, scattered by the ruthless 
hand of violence—in those dark hours the Lord gave unto His servants 
the spirit of prophecy. It rested upon them in power, and they predicted 
to the people that a better day would dawn upon them, and they would 
emerge from their trials stronger and better, more firmly rooted in the 
faith which the Lord had revealed to them, than they were. before. More 
than once in the history of the Latter-day Saints have mobs driven them 
from their homes—the places the Lord had designated as places of gather- 
ing; and they were a scattered people, broken up, and without an abiding — 
place. But under the inspiration of the Almighty, through tho spirit of 
prophecy that He gave to His servanta, and to the people themselves, 
they were drawn together and held by bonds that. were invisible. to 
human eyes. And though at times they were widely separated, they 
were drawn together to the new gathering place, which under the inspira- | 
tion of the Almighty through His servants, and in which: they themselves 
also shared, they knew to be the place for, them once more to assemble, 
Howsoever numerous the temptations all around them, to induce them to 
desert the cause of God, to leave a people who were — 
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who had to endure such trials, these invisible bonds of which I speak 
drew them together and prompted them to again attempt to build up 
cities and temples, where they could worship thé Almighty soverding’ to 
the commandments which He had given unto them. 

It is truly marvelous to look back upon the history of the Leer 
Saints; to see the power that has been manifested in holding them to- 
gether as they have been. As I have said, those who framed plans against 
them, supposed they could not fail in destroying the organization of the 
Church and separating the people in such a way that they would never 
again be united. But the people did gather together again. It was the 
power of God that did this. It was the spirit of prophecy that rested 
upon the servants of God, which encouraged the people, which told them 
that the Lord had revealed and established His Church on the earth, and 
that there was neither power on earth nor in hell that could destroy it, 
or that could thwart His purposes, as predicted by the mouths of His 
holy prophets. As in the past, so it has been of late years. That same 
spirit has rested’ upon the people. And there is this grand peculiarity 
connected with this work: it has not been those men alone who have 
been chosen by the Lord to lead who have had this spirit. They have 
not prophesied without a witness on the part of the faithful people them- 
selves that that which they said was the truth and from the Almighty. 
For in the hearts of all the Latter-day Saints there has been a responsive 
echo to the words of hope, cheer and comfort and prophecy that have 
been given by those upon whom the spirit of prophecy has rested. The 
people have felt the spirit, they have been cheered and sustaitied by it. 
We have seen this so often that we know that that whieh’ the Lord! bas 
spoken: concerning His work will be fulfilled. © — 

It is astonishing, when we reflect upon it, what tins been abe a ‘this 
eee We have seen people driven out from their homes in utter des- 
titution, crossing the plains, with improvised wagons, made in the rudest 
manner, out of the greenest material, with cows, or oxen, or ponies, or 
anything that could be hitched up to draw them; a few: personal effects 
thrown into the wagon, with a small amount of food, many of the men, 
and the women, too, almost barefooted, and the children in the same con- 
dition—all inspired by one spirit, and that the Spirit of God. There was 
nothing in their circumstances, that could be seen by the natural eye to 
cheer or to sustain them. But they were full of hope, buoyant in their 
feelings, traveling with as much confidence and certainty as though they 
knew every step they had to take and that there was à good place ahead 
of them which they would reach and in the pleasures of which they could 
partake. We have seen this, I say, and it has been an astonishing ‘illus- 
tration of what God can do for a people; of how He can sustain — 
and inspire them to do the work that He requires at their hands. 

When the Saints were · in Iowa (then a territory), traveling n ani 
afterwards at Winter Quarters, the women, in many instances, took thei? 


feather beds and sent them down to Missouri to sell, in order to get a 


little provision. All sorts of expedients were resortéd to in order to get 
little food. ‘There wee on the: left, inviting the peoplea good 
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land, food in plenty, a land where they could live with comparative ease. 
But did the Saints swerve? Did they, during the dreadful. days of Winter 
Quarters,.think they must desert that place where eo many died through 
exposure and the want of suitable food, and go where they could get some 
of the comforts and conveniences of life? Were such thoughts in the 
hearts of the people! No; no such feeling was manifested.. If any de- 
sorted then, they were so few as not to be remembered. The people had 6 
mission. Each man, woman and child (that was old enough) felt that 
God had entrusted to him and to her a mission; and with unswerving 
thay meintained. their Senthold: shore | 
until the time when they could start further west. 

It was that same spirit and intensity of devotion that. inspired. them, 
in coming to this land. And what was it that kept the people here! 
What influence was there operating upon them? Was there anything 
inviting in this land? To look at it now, and to imagine that this was 
its condition when the brethren and sisters came here in the first, place, 
you would say, this, is an inviting country, a delightful. place to stop.” 
But no auch sight as we now witness was beheld by them. Everything 
was forbidding. It looked as though the people might starve to death; 
and after the crickets came it certainly looked for a while as though they 
would starve to death. Did the Latter-day Saints falter then No, they 
did not. What was it that sustained them! It was this same spirit of 
prophecy that I have alluded to- the Spirit of God, which isthe Spirit 
of prophecy, the Elders testified that this was the place which. God had 
chosen, and which He had appointed as a place of gathering for His 
Saints; and they themselves had the same testimony, the same spirit. A 
peculiar love sprung up in the hearts of the people for this land, even in 
those days. There was something most attractive abont its mountains 
and valleys and these clear streams of water that flowed from the moun - 
teins, One thing that added to its charm was, it was land of. liberty, 
land of freedom, a land where mobs gould not come and attack us; a6 
they had done in the past; a place where the families of the Saints, and 
the leading men among them, could go to bed in peace. and quietaess, 
undisturbed by the fesr that they would be attacked during the night. 
This brought a strange and delightful feeling of relief. If they only had 
bread to eat, or sufficient to sustain life; if they had only. water to drink, 
I believe that the great bulk of the people—with scarcely an exception, 
I may say—would have been content to remain here even oo 
circumstances, The idea of having fruit such as we now heave, and in 
such abundance, was scarcely anticipated. If anticipated. at all, it was 
by but very few, because the seeds that were sown and. — trees, | 
that grew up were frozen down the first two or three years. But there 
vas 8 contented and a happy people here, They went 2 
doors unlocked. There was no fear among them.. They had been relieved 
from a terrible fear. Those who came under these.cironmstances..could 
reoall the nights and the hours they had spent watching and fesring for 
a mob to cpme upon them to drive them out of their homes, to burn their 
houses, perhaps toinflict upon them personal violence, They 8 
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without having a guard to watch him. The relief from that condition ot 
affairs was such as to bring happiness in and of itself. But I say again, 
it was the spirit of prophecy that rested upon the Elders and upon the 
people that sustained them. God revealed by His Holy Spirit the future 
that awaited the people. The people knew, as they knew that they lived, 
that this work was bound to triumph, that it was bound to be successful; 
that those who clung to it would be successful with it, and that there 


but in the fealms of Bliss in the life to come, 


Now wo are passing through other trials. We have emerged from those’ 
that énvironed us a few years ago. A greet change, ad 1 have ad 
generally with « great deal of kindness. Of the thoushtid Elders that abe 
now laboring in the: United States, the report comes from niost of thet 
testimony agrees with the tastimony of thé ser vHνHw of God ifi the United 


that not one of men could to in his own house 4 
was a great and glor triumph awaiting them, not only y like, J 
the people. They have been comforted and sustained by the Spirit of “3 
God and the predictions of the servants of God. It is a wonderful bless- 1 
ing, my brethren and sisters. It is well for us to think of it to-day as the a 
members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainte; think that Ee 
we ars in this happy condition; that the heavens are in éoffithtinication a 
with us, because it is fru heaven that wo receive these blessnzZi that are 
so delightful and that have such an effect upon us and upon Gif move- 4 
ments. It is a blessed’ thing to think that the heavens are With us in a 
this; that we are guided by the revelations of the Lord Jesus; that a 
the gift of prophécy has been restored in our day, atid Has been re- 1 
ceived and enjoyed by men. Not a prediction has been uttéted con- 3 
cerning this work, so far as the work itself is boncerned, that has not a 
been fulfilled. Not a hope has been inspired, not an entouragetiiont a 
has been given to the Latter-day Saints by the prophets of God; HAG 
has not up to the present hour been abundantly fulfilled, as far as We a 
have gone.” Mach yet remains to be fulfilled. It would be impossible 1 
for the human mind to conceive of that which remains; but wé 888 the a 
fulfillment of the predictions as we progtess day by day. ‘They afe a 
fulfilled in our sight; when our eyes are open to perceive them. There“ 4 
fore, our hearts ought to be filled with gladuess and éxceeding 
has hot forgotten us; that He has not closed His ears against us, nor Fis 3 
mouth, so that He cannot speak to us; that He has not turnetl His face zB 
away from us; bat that He smiles upon us, that He gives unto tis the 3 
comforting, cheering and enlightening influence of His Holy Spirit to be 1 
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States. This is particularly the case in the German empire. There was a 
time when it was almost at the cost of personal liberty that men preached 
the Gospel there. They had to do so in secrecy, in places where the police 
could not punish them because of the nature of their gatherings. But 
now this is changed. Religious freedom has dawned in many of these 
countries, and the Elders now can preach without being path in a 
as they were a few years ago. 3 

On the islands of the Pacific there are some ire a Elders. — 
ing, and their labors are also attended with good results. They speak of 
the manifestation of the power and blessings of God in their behalf, and 
of the kindly feeling that is manifested towards them ppc cea et 
they are brought in contact. 

Thus these seventeen Elders are now. with an 
ciency and with a success that is unparalleled in the history of: our Church. 
At no time has this Church held an annual Conference where there was 
greater cause for gratulation and thanksgiving than there is to-day in 
this Sixty-eighth Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. Never before were there so many Elders in the field. 
Never before did they meet with such success. Never before were there 
so many baptized in a single year apparently as there have been during 
this year. These causes of thanksgiving ought to be remembered by as, 
and we ought to thank our God from the bottom of our. hearts for, that 
which He is doing for us, for the fulfillment of the words of the servant 
of God in the Temple when it was dedicated; for he then prophesied what 
would be the result of that dedication and the ia 
follow that work. 

In our own country bere we also heme ‘cause for Ke ‘Ibis 
interesting to the Saints, no doubt, to know, as many probably do know, 
that Brother Lyman and Cowley have visited the conferences and the 
Elders in the Southern, Eastern and Northern States, and their ministra- 
tions among those whom they have visited have been attended with good 
effects, in regulating affairs, giving instructions, correcting anything that 
was improper or that was likely to become improper, .._We have been 
greatly gratified at hearing the reports which they have given to.us of the 
results of their labors. The Presidents and Elders in the Southern, East- 
ern, Northern and Southwestern States missions are doing excellent work. 

As you know probably, Brother Anthon H. Lund has left here since 
our last Conference for Palestine, accompanied by Brother Hintze. (who 
formerly labored in the Turkish mission and who has a knowledge of the 
language) and an Armenian brother, who wished to return to his own 

country. The object of their going is to endeavor to secure a place of 

gathering for the Saints of the Orient, so that they may not be subjected. 
to the restrictions that are imposed upon immigrants to this land from 
those countries. We do not know how successful. they may be in their 
labors; but the word we have received is hopeful and encouraging: The 
Elders have been greatly blessed so far in their journey, and have been 
successful at their first meeting in baptizing quite. large number of 
people who were prepared to receive the Gospel, and also confirming a: 
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number who had been baptized, but who had 06 been confirmed because 


of the absence of a bearer of the Melchisedek Priesthood. The brethren . 


write.very-encouragingly on these matters, and we hope they will be suc- 
cessful in finding a spot, if it be the Lord's will, where the Saints of the 
Orient can commence to gather in that land, so that the principle of 

gathering, which the Lord is impressing strongly upon the minds of the 
converts to: His Go ‘may be carried out there. 

The Twelve Apostles at home, as you all know, have been untiring in 
their labors in visiting the various conferences and laboring with the 
Saints to the extent of ‘their ability. Brothers John Henry Smith and 
John W. Taylor, during a few weeks’ absence, held 100 meetings with the 
Sainte in the various Stakes where they visited, and the reports that come 
to us show that these labors have been attended with excellent effects. 

The Seven Presidents of Seventies, also, either accompany the Twelve 
or go themselves. They are a traveling ministry, laboring very assiduously 
in their calling among the various Stakes those of them who are home. 
As you know, two of their number are now in Europe, presiding over the 

European Mission Brothers Rulon S. Wells and Joseph W. McMarrin. 

A new step has been taken, that is, to preach to the surrounding peoples. | 
Our attention has been drawn to the states surrocnding us, Brother 
John W. Taylor has been laboring in Colorado with a number of Elders, 
and with great success. In Denver, Pueblo and other places they have 
been the means of bringing many to the knowledge of the truth. In 
Idaho and Montana, also, the Elders have been laboring and have done 
and dre doing a good work in different places there, and they report ex- 
cellent results. The people are listening to them, and furnishing them 
with places where they can meet and preach to the people. In our own 
State we have heard of Wis brovhirest taking dad visiting 
bors who are not of our faith. 

There is u class of people in Utah who think what they do not know 
about the Mormons‘and their doctrines is not worth knowing, and they 
are filled with conceit respecting their knowledge of our principles, while 
they are densely ignorant concerning us. That which they do know is of 
so ‘shallow a character that it deceives them. They sometimes go away 
and talk to newspaper people, and tell what they know, and how long 
they have resided’ here, and yet they really do not know anything about 
us. But besides this class there is another composed of honest people 
who are not of our faith—honest, I mean, in regard to morality and in 
their conception of the truth. A man may be a very honest man finan- 
cially, and yet not be honest enough to receive the truth of heaven. It 
is, therefore, no impugnment of a man’s financial honesty to talk about 
his not being honest enough to receive the truth. Some of the brethren 
thought they could do a good work in the different wards by visiting 
those who are not of our faith. Where this has been done, the reports are. 
that it has been ‘attended with excellent results. Many of the people in 
the State have read our works with pleasure, and i pa 
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given us to return to our homes in Zion. We rejoice in this privilege and 
will take our departure to-day, On our arrival. here in July 1896, we re- 
ceived a most cordial welcome from President Anthon H. Lund and his 
associates in the Liverpool Office. Many thanks are due to him for his 
words of counsel and good instruction which he bee. to e luring 
the short time that he remained with us. i f 

Although we were strangers, we soon that we. 
warm friends among the Latter-day Saints, and they received us every- 
where gladly and bestowed upon us their generous hospitality. During 
our sojourn this kindness has continued and we desire to make grateful. 
acknowledgment of the same, and do extend to. them our earnest: and 
heartfelt thanks for all that they have done. ! 

In parting now we admonish our 3 faithful to 
the covenants they ha ve made with the Lord and strive to live according 
to the for, in doing this, will of 


faithful endes vors and with the blessing of God many tl ple 
have heard the warning voice, the written word has been —— dis- 
seminated, many homes have been visited and not a few souls have been 
added to the fold of Christ. 1 
During the present year five sisters from Zion have been 2 pointed to 
labor as Missionaries in the British Mission. We have noted with, mul 
satisfaction the good that has been accomplished by them, and feel assure 
that their faithful, labors will greatly assist in the carrying. out ot the 
Lord's purposes in this Mission. Our lady missionaries have ‘manifested. 
unbounded faith in the prosecution of their missionary duties. The a spirit. 
by which they have been actuated and the attention they have everyw ro: 
commanded, demonstrate the wisdom of their being galled. ec 
We have received yaluable assistance, which has been einen wi ‘with a will, 
from the Elders who have labored in the MILLENNIAL BEB et o both i 2 


the business and editorial departments, and take pleas ure in 
our sincere appreciation of their faithful labor. 8 
Elder Platte D. ee Henry 


ts 
2 
* 
A 
4 
1 
> 


Naisbitt as his Counselors, has been appointed by the First: Presidency to 
C 
have iously filled faithful missions in this land, and we feel sure that 
their labors. here will be eminently successful. We ask the Missionaries 
and Saints to sustain them with their faith and prayers, and to co-operate 
with Sram site interests of 
this Mission. 

Praying to sbundantly bless you all and bidding 

Wie subscribe ourselves, 
Tour brethren and fellow 8 
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promises to eclipse all his predecessors in the application of the power ot 
this subtile agent of life or death. His latest feat is the invention of a 
torpedo device that, if it comes up to his expectations, promises to place 
the iron olad monsters of the world’s navies with their immense engines 
of destruction at the mercy of a single individual who may be men, 
at such # distance as to preclude any danger to the operator. 

The following extract from a New York dispatch dated . a 
and published in the Salt Lake n nne nnn 
by the inventor himself: 

“Nikola Tesla, the electrician, i in a newspaper 8 8 an 
application of electricity whereby, without the interposition of any artful 

ium of communication, one man can control and direct, with absolute 
exactitude, the movements of any type of vessel, balloon or land vehicle, 
at any distance that may be desired. From a station on shore, or from the _ 
deck of a vessel under way, a torpedo-boat equipped with Mr. Teslas con- 
trolling device, may be propelled either on or below the surface, maneu- 
vered at will in any direction, and finally brought into contact and er- 
ploded against the side of a hostile vessel at any point within the range 
of the vision of the operator. More than this, assuming that it were 
possible to acourately locate the position of the vessel which it is desired 
to destroy, the torpedo-boat could be directed to it, even if the ship lay 
in the harbor of en, and the operator was stationed at Sandy 
Hook. ak ft 

‘Hitherto,’ said Mr. ‘Tesla, ‘the only means of the move- 
ments of a vessel from u distance have been supplied through the medium 
of 2 flexible conductor, such as an electric cable, but this system is subject 
to obvious limitations, such as are imposed by the length, weight and 
strength of the conductor which can be practically used; by the difficulty 
of rith —— — 
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control from a point which is practically fixed, and from many other 
drawbacks which are inseparably connected with such a system. 

“<The plan which I have perfected involves none of these abjections, 
for I am enabled by the use of my invention, to employ any means of pro- 
pulsion, to impart te the moving body or vessel the highest possible speed, 
to control the operation of its machinery and to direct its movements 
from either a fixed point or from a body moving and changing its diree- 
tion, however rapidly, and to maintain this control over great distances, 
without any artificial connections between the vessel and ‘the apparatus 
governing its movements, and ‘without such restrictions as these must 
necessarily impose.” — 

The discoveries of the powers of electricity and their application to the 
needs of men, seem to be yet only in their incipiency. One may easily 
imagine Tesla’s torpedoes flying through the air as well as on or under the 
water, and nations bombarding one another from their own shores, with- 
out the expense of costly military and naval expeditions. - 3 

Surely the time is close at hand when “they shall beat their swords 
into plow-shares, and their spears into pruning bonn tor war ‘most 
cease or terrible destruction befall the nations. v. 5 


AW communications to the Office to the 
European Mission of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
should hereafter be addressed to Platte D. 42 


_ Arrrvats.—The following 1855 missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American Line s.s. Russia, on December 1, 1898: For the 
British Mission—H. G. Morrell, Logan; Elias W. Doney, Franklin; Geo. 

A. Fuller, Eden. For the Scandinavian Mission—James Thompson, 
Brigham; Neils Neilsen, Morgan. For the German Mission—Alma J. 
Lindsey, Ogden. For the Swiss Mission—William W. N Plain . : 


H. d. Morrel has been appointed to labor Traveling 
Elder in the Newcastle Conference. 

Elias W. Doney has been appointed to labor as a Traveling Elder in the 
Bristol Conference. 

Geo. A. Fuller has been eppointed to labor asa  Teavaing Elder in the 
London Conference. 


LIVERPOOL of the Church of 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Liverpool Conference District, will be 
held in the Public Hall, King Street, Wigan, on Sunday, — 110 
1898. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m., and 2:30 1 6:30 mnt ä 


taken collectively, are more fatal than useful to mankind. Water, air, 
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MISSION ADDRESSES. 


missions of the ‘Church where missionary work is r conducted : 


EUROPEAN MISSION: _ 

Platte D. Lyman, President, 42 Islington, Liverpool, England. | 

The European Mission is sub-divided into missions, the names and 
addresses of presidents thereof, all of whom are under the immediate 
jurisdiction of the president of the European Mission, being as follows: g 

The Netherlands Mission —Alfred L. Farrell, Isaak Hubert Straat 120, 
Rotterdam, Holland. 

Swiss Mission H. E. Bowman, 3 Bubenberg Strasse, Bern, Switzerland. 
German ‘Missioh—Peter Loutensock, Spalding Strasse 49, Hamburg, 

Germany. 

Scandinavian Mission Andreas Peterson, Sankt Pauls Gade 14, Copen- 
hagen, Denmark. 15 

Turkish Mission — Philip S. Maycock, Care of Sarkis Negroghosian, Ain- 


tab, Syria. 


HAWAIIAN MISSION. 
* Woolley, P. O. Box 410, Honolulu, 
NEW ZEALAND MISSION. 
era ‘Btorenson, care of J H. Box 426, Auckland, New 


AUSTRALIAN MISSION. 
F. Barker, 30 Maloolm Street, Erskineville, — South 
EJ. Wood, r. 0. the 41, Apia, Upola, Samoa. 
SOCIETY ISLANDS MISSION. 
i Daniel 7. Miller, Papeete, Tahiti, Society Islands. 
NORTHERN STATES MISSION. 
“Tonia A. Kelsch, 143 Le Moyne St., Chicago. 
§OUTHERN STATES MISSION. 
5 Ben K Rich, f. O. Box 103, Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
EASTERN STATES MISSION. 
AP. ‘Kesler, 50 Concord Stree, Brooklyn, 
Ephraim Nye, 915 Golden Gate avenue, San Francisco, California, 
S8 $OUTH WESTERN STATES MISSION. 
8 William Jack, Johns, Kansas. 
W. STATES MISSION. 
* 8. P. 0. Box Montana. 


following are the ames and of the presidents of the 
various conferences in the British Mission: 
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Birmingham.—Thomas Ash, 320 Summer Lane, Birmingham. 
Bristol.— H. L. James, 184 Milsom Street, Stapleton Road, Bristol 
Irish.—H. A. McQuarrie, 5 My Lady's Road, Belfast, Ireland. 8 
Leeds. Charles Woolfenden, 33 Thirkill Terrace, Spring Mill 
Bradford. 
Liverpool. Amos N. Merrill, 192 Higher Antley Street, Accrington. 
London,—J. W. West, 36 n Street, Islington, N. London. 1 
Manchester. James Briggs, 34 Turkey Lane, Rochdale, Manchester. 
Newoastle.— Thomas Gilchrist, 37 Cavendish Road, 
on-Tyne. 
Norwich. John F. Portes, 114 Old Palace Road, 

Nottingham. George Ruff, 49 Sabina Street, Nottingham. 
Scottish. — D. O. McKay, 53 Holmhead Street, Glasgow, 
Sheffield. E. P. Oldham, 6 Freeman Street, off Dobie Street, Barnsley. 

Welsh .—Evan R. Owen, 188 Cathays 


SCOTTISH CONFERENCE. 


THE Scottish Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of r 
Saints convened in North Saloon, City Hall, Candleriggs, Glasgow, on 
Sunday, December 4, 1898. Meetings were held at 11 a. m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

Among those present were: Presidents Rulon S. Wells, Jos. W. Mo- 
Murrin and Platte D. Lyman of the presidency of the European Mission; 
Elders Walter J. Knell and T. Lonsdale Allan of the Irish Conferenoe; 
Elder Thomas Gilchrist, President of the Newcastle C nes; Elder 
David O. McKay, President, and all. * n Adem of the Boottieh | 
Conference. 

At the morning snrvice the of Charch the 
presidency of the European Mission were presented, and unsnimously 
sustained by the Saints present. Elder David O. McKay was sustained 
as President of the Scottish Conference, with the following Elders in the 
districts assigned them: Jno. T. Edward and Jos. McKnight in Glasgow ; 
Jas. K. Miller, Wm. Stirling and Robert Gilchrist in Edinburgh; Neil 
M. Stewart and Jas. H. Wickens in Fifeshire; Jos. H. Mitohell, Joht S- 
Leatham, Jno. S. Smith and Wm. Gould in Airdrie and Barnbenk dis- 
tricts; Wm. Nisbet and David O. Eccles in Ayrshire. — 

The following statistical report from May Ist to December 0 was eat 
Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 1; Seventies, 12. Local Priesthood 
—Elders, 30; Priests, 12; Teachers, 14; “Dencona, 10; members, exclusive 
of missionaries, 260; children underight years of age, 109; total number 
of souls, 435. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 34,345; in open-air 
meetings, etc., 8,912. Books distributed—sold, 15; loaned, 120; given away, 
80. Strangers houses visited—with first tract only; 12,599; first invita- 
tion, 212; re-invitation, 579; Gospel conversations, 1,270. Meetings held,— 
hall, 290; cottage; 215; 280; ions, 60; Bible 
Classes, 13; Priesthood meetings, 20; Relief Society sieetings; 
40; confirmations, 46; ordinations, 20. Children blessed~~-of ntembers; 17; 
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of non · members, 5; emigrated—over eight years of age, 10; under eight 
years af age, 2; réceived, 6; removed, 9; died—over eight years of age, 3; 
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under eight years of age, 5 ; excommunicated, 5; new subscribers to Stak, 2. 


The speakers at the morning services were: Elders Robert Gilchrist 


Thomas Gilchrist, and Jos. McKnight; in the afternoon, Elders Walter 


Knell, Jos, Mitchell and Jos. W. McMurrin; in the evening, Elders Platt 
D. Lyman, Rulon S. Wells and Jos. W. MoMurrin. 


There was a marked — 
solo, sung respectively at the and 


being well rendered and highly appreciated. 
The attendance was excellent considering she which 


prevailed all day. There was a larger attendance of strangers than 


hitherto, owing to the excellent manner in which the Conference was 
advertized. . 


The Reinte ‘trots. Burnbank, Nowart- 


hill, Ayrshire, Edinburgh and Coatbridge were well represented. 
The Conference was one of those spiritual feasts which will bins be ri 


and the strength with which the testimonies were borne was 


membered, 
of the most encouraging nature. 

On Saturday evening, December 3rd, a Priesthood meeting was held at 
53 Holmhead St., Glasgow, when the Elders gave in their reports and re- 


WI. Clerk of Conference. | 
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"DISCOURSE BY. PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, 
[Concluded from page 776] 


Some of these people have complained of our exclusiveness. Of course, 


we.can understand why we are exclusive. We have had such a training 
as to make us to a great extent exclusive. They have had cause doubt 
less for thinking that we in our treatment of them, were exclusive; bus 
where they have been brought in contact with our people, especially with 
our sistera, the effects, as. reported to us, have invariably been good. We 
have felt to encourage the Presidents of Stakes and the Bishops ot wardé 
in this labor, because we believe it will be attended with most. excellent 
effects, and many may thus be brought to the knowledge of the truth. 


In California the work has been progressing en 


manner. The President of the California Mission wrote a letter to — 


First Presidency a short time since, and said there were three Elders. 
that would like to have their wives sent to them, as they thought 


could do a good work. — ͤ 90 
European Mission, the Presidency of which suggested that where the 
Enlders could take their wives with them, and they were prudent women, 
they micht do a great deal of good. Just about those days a letter came 
from 6 president of a Stake, saying there was a young couple in his Stake 
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sel. The young man and the young woman were both morally and phy- 
sically capable of going on a mission, and they had sufficient means ‘alro. 
The question was asked, Would it be right for them to get married, and 
for the young lady to accompany’ her husband? The First Presidency 
wrote back, “Yes, if she is such a young woman as you describe; let her 
be set apart as a missionary and go with her husband and preach the 
Gospel as well as she can.” We said the same to the president of the 
California mission; we said, Tes, if these wives are prudent women.“ 
We do not want unwise women sent any more than unwise men, because 
they could do more injury than they could do good. But if they can get 
a recommend from their Bishops as wise, suitable women, we will set them 
apart and send them to their husbands, if their husbands can bear the 
expense of their transportation. - Since then two other ladies were going 
to Europe, and the application came up from the President of the Stake 
and his counselors to know whether they could not go in the capacity of 
missionaries. They were capable young ladies; they had kindred in 
Europe, one a brother and the other an affianced, and the question was, 
what should be done about them. We sent word back, “Yes, if they are 
the kind you describe, set them apart and let them go as missionaries to 
preach the Gospel, as far as they can, to their own sex and to others who 
will listen to them.” It seems as though the Lord is preparing the way 
for the women of this Church to do some good in this direction. To some 
lands and under some circumstances suitable women might go with their 
husbands as missionaries and be able to do a great deal of good. 2 
The Presidency of the European mission wrote to us of several sisters 
ho had been there with their husbands, and they described the good 
they had done and the good influence they had carried. It was illustrated 
| by a conversation that was had a short time ago at one of our social gath- 
erings. Brother George D. Pyper and his wife had been East, and in the 
branch where they had visited there had been frequent expressions among 
those who had not joined the Church to this effect: “Well, we have seen 
the Mormon Elders, but we have not seen the Mormon women; we would 
like to see some Mormon women, and see what kind of people they are.” 
There was one woman of some prominence that had not joined the Church) 
though her husband had; but she had expressed herself several times in 
this manner. Sister Pyper visited there, and became acquainted with 
this lady, and the lady was so pleased at meeting one of our sisters—an 
intelligent woman, and a woman that did not look as though she was a 
poor, downtrodden slave—that she entered the Church. No doubt, it was 
due to the fact that she had found that the women were as intelligent, as 
presentable and as ladylike i in their sphere as the gentlemen were in their 
sphere. This is encouraging, and it no doubt will enlarge our field of 
operations to a very great extent. There will be an opportunity, doubt- 
less, for women who are capable and who desire to do good, to go out, 
under proper conditions; not to go unattended and alone that would 
not be prudent—but where they have husbands who are going, and they 
are suitable in other respects, it would seem as though there would be no 


me going and bearing their testimony. Ot course, they 
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cannot, aduiinister the:ordinances. It not thir. province to officiate in 
the ordinances of the Gospel. But they can bear testimony; they can 
teach; they can distribute tracts, and they can do a great many things 
Obrist. 

Now, ing at all the work its have 
we not cause to glorify God this day, at this Sixty-eighth Annual Confer- 
ence? Sixty-eight: years the Church has been organized. We look back 
to our sorrows, our tribulations and that which the Saints have endured, 
but for those who have been faithful to the truth there is no sorrow . 
mingled with our contemplation of those scenes. There is no cause to re- 
gret being steadfast and maintaining our integrity until to-day. And how 
does the future look? Radiant with promise, bright with hope, nen 
to encourage us. 

We have our trials character. our people, 
than, are: unemployed. In consequence of this, the counsel has been given 
to not send the Saints here from abroad, but rather to keep them in the 
branches until they get grounded in the faith. After a while, when they 
are established in the truth and are better able to endure the trials they 
will have to meet with in Zion, they can gather. But now it is not the 
voice of the Spirit that the Saints should gather from the nations of the 
earth as they have been doing, coming here full of inexperience, and then 
unable to endure the trials that they have to contend with, and apostatize. 
Let them stay in their branches, and ‘if they wish to apostatize let them 
apostatize there, without being at the trouble and expense of coming to 
Zion. In this vay we may raise up strong branches, that will assist the 
Elders in the various fields of labor, and sustain and comfort them. This 
is the counsel that has been given to the Elders, and we think it ‘correct 
counsel: In-the meantime those at home can be strengthening themselves 
as best they can. As I say we are passing through trials of this character. 
There never has been a time since we have been in these mountains that 
we have had such things to contend with. In the early days there was 
scarcity of comforts and of money; but there was no debt. Now the great 
bulk of the people that is of the leading people are in debt. The most pru- 
dent men among us ha ve got entangled. This is the condition of the people. 
Shall we remain in this condition? President Woodruff says he hopes not. 
Now it is a good chance to prophesy; but I do not want to assume that 
role to-day.. I feel assured, however, that we shall emerge from these 
financial troubles just as we have from other trials. I do not have the 
shadow of a doubt in my mind about it. But I do not wish to say what 
I feel, for I do not want to say too much about these things. But I think 
we have great cause for hope and encouragement. Looking at the past, 
and remembering the blessings that God has given to us, the promises He 
has made to us, and the deliverances He has wrought out for us, I think 
we have cause to rejoice to-day and to put our trust in Him. He will 
bring us through if we will only serve Him. He will teach us where we 
are ignorant; He will give us knowledge, and knowledge is power. Be- 
cause there is knowledge among the people is what makes this Church a 


‘ 
> 
2 
La 
— 
7 
gia 
* 
. 
8 
on 
“ag 
* 
* 
* 
2 
Pa 
4 
. 
2275 
* 
wi 
= 
— 
— * 
* 
5% 
7 
Wee 
* 


